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"FOR THE LORD IS GOOD AND HIS LOVE ENDURES FOREVER;  

HIS FAITHFULNESS CONTINUES THROUGH ALL GENERATIONS."

FROM OUR HEART TO YOURS

-Psalm  100:5



We have been thinking about you so much over the last few months and this moment that each 

of us are in; we know that what you are experiencing is something we cannot fully comprehend, 

but we hope in some small way by being here, we can be there for you. Thank you for taking 

the time to get to know us; it is a privilege to be considered, and one we do not take lightly. We 

only wish we could also sit down and get to know you at the same time. We’d hope our boys 

would make you smile and that we would make you feel safe to be whoever you are and feel 

whatever you’re feeling. We’d love to hear your story and all the things that have made you who 

you are. We hope you know...  

• You are loved, worthy, and strong.

• Your voice matters.

• You can listen to and trust your heart. 

• You are not alone.

We admire all the ways you are already caring for and fighting for your baby, and we pray that 

you will find peace in whatever decision you make. Please know that although we have not 

yet met, we (along with our boys) have not only been praying for the child who will join 

our family, but also for you; your heart and your peace matter to us. Being parents is an 

honor, and we look forward to loving another child. You should know that we are far from per-

fect, but we are each other’s biggest supporters and will alway be there for each other. 

We know this journey will not always be easy, but if our lives should cross, we promise that 

we will always be committed to you and to your child. We will navigate together through life’s 

ups and downs so the child knows they are loved by many. And even if you do go a different 

direction than our family, please know that we are still sending your all of our best.

WE'RE EXCITED To "MEET" YOU.
hello  friend.



a few thingsYOU SHOULD KNOW

IT SEEMS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO SUM UP OUR LIFE IN JUST A FEW PAGES, but we imagine you feel 

the same way. Trying to get to know a family based on a handful of pictures and paragraphs 

is hard, but here is our best shot.  We long for you to know the real us, to be authentic with 

you, and for you to see our hearts. Like we’ve said already, we’re not perfect, but we’re okay 
admitting that. We love each other deeply, and we teach our boys that it’s okay to have good days 

and bad days, to mess up and try again, to experience new things and invest in what you love. 

These are just a few other things we think you might want to know about us... 

• We love the Lord and we love our family.

• We live in a small, Midwestern town and are very integrated into our community.

• We enjoy outdoor fun and have a spacious yard for lots of activities.

• We LOVE to water ski and spend many hours on the lake outside our back door.

• We are surrounded and supported by family who all live within 10 miles of us.

• We have a safe, stable home and love to welcome guests in.  

• We value playtime and bring our kids along in doing the things we love.  

We love being a family, and spend a lot of our time together. Most of our memories are made 

in the day to day adventures, and we wouldn’t have it any other way! We love donut dates and 

days at the park, sitting with mom as she plays piano or bakes in the kitchen, and working with 

dad as he operates machines or drives a dump truck. We are each other’s greatest cheerleaders 

and best friends, and we cannot wait to welcome another little one into our lives. 

“BLESS THE LORD, OH MY SOUL. OH MY SOUL, WORSHIP HIS HOLY NAME. SING LIKE NEVER 

BEFORE, OH MY SOUL.  I WORSHIP YOUR HOLY NAME.” -10,000 REASONS, MATT REDMAN



hi  there.I’M DAMON.
THE BASICS. I am 45 years old, 6’1”, with brown hair 

and blue eyes. I’m hardworking, honest, and fun-loving.

EDUCATION + CAREER. I have a Bachelor degree in 

Business Administration and am self-employed. I 

help others with excavating and septic installation.

A FEW OF MY FAVORITE THINGS. Spending time with 

my family •  watching my boys play sports •  getting 

dirty and being outdoors •  nostalgic cars •  learning 

new water ski tricks • completing a job

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT ME. I am a low 

stress, easy-going person who loves being with my 

friends and family. I’m a self-proclaimed “excavating 

snob”; I love what I do and I’ve become very knowl-

edgeable in doing it well. I have water-skied for over 

30 years and still enjoy it as much today as I did 

when I was a kid - it might be even better now, get-

ting to do it alongside my wife and my boys. I love 

to design things, and I still get Technic Lego sets 

each year for Christmas. I’m honest and caring and 

will always help a neighbor out. I work hard to be a 

leader and a provider and to be present for my kids.

WHAT I LOVE MOST ABOUT BEING A DAD. I love 

watching my kids learn new things, seeing them ac-

cept responsibilities, teaching them to love the Lord, 

and sharing common interests with them.



hi  friendI’M MICHELLE.
THE BASICS. I’m 43 years old, 5’7”, with brown hair 

and brown eyes. I’m organized, hardworking, and caring.

EDUCATION + CAREER. I have a Bachelor degree in 

Business Administration and Accounting. I work as 

a Director of Finance for National Archery in the 

Schools Program, but the best part is that I get to do 

it from home while I raise our kids!

A FEW OF MY FAVORITE THINGS. Spending time with 

my family •  reading •  going on walks •  chauffeuring 

my boys to various activities •  baking • watching 

the boys play sports •  l istening to belly laughs while 

Damon and the boys wrestle on the living room floor

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT ME. I love play-

ing board games and card games together, going on 

bike rides, and baking sweet treats - and not just on 

occasion; something is baking in our oven at least 

3 or 4 times a week! I play the piano and the organ 

and enjoy playing for others. I’d rather stay up until 

2 am than get up early in the morning. I’d say I’m 

the least creative person I know, but I’ll try anything 

new for my kids. They are my world.

WHAT I LOVE MOST ABOUT BEING A MOM. I love 

watching my boys become individuals with unique 

personalities, and I love celebrating their milestones. 

I’ll help them tackle a puzzle, learn to read, or sort 

through a thousand Legos; I just love being together.  



OUR LIFE TOGETHER...

Sometimes it seems like our love story should 

have unfolded faster than it did, but it was 

always in the Lord’s timing. Damon and I grew 

up in the same small town, attended the same 

small church, and even went to the same small 

youth group, but with Damon being a few 

years older, our lives never really intersected.

It wasn’t until Damon was just out of college 

and I was a junior, home on Christmas break, 

that we finally connected. We’d both chosen to 

attend small, Christian colleges. They were both 

500 miles from home but only 10 miles from 

each other, and we bonded over the shared 

experience of going to school in rural Iowa. 

We went on our first date when Damon came 

to visit me during spring break. We really did 

enjoy our time together, but life took us in dif-

ferent directions and it was another nine years 

before we connected again. 

What felt like a lifetime later, I was home for 

the weekend and playing piano at church. Af-

terward, I received a text saying I sounded great; 

I spent hours digging through the church 

directory before I figured out the number 

belonged to Damon. We began texting and 

having long phone conversations. We lived 

hours apart at the time, but eventually we met 

halfway to spend the day together. 

We walked, talked, and ate, then talked some 

more! We shared so much conversation that 

day, and our lives have never been the same 

since. We found the friend we wanted to 

spend the rest of our life with. Almost two 

years after that day, we finally said, “I do.”  

“WHEN YOU FIND A FRIEND WHO MAKES YOU LAUGH, EVERYTHING ELSE SEEMS TO FALL INTO PLACE.”

has  always  been  an  adventure



WELCOME TO OUR HOME!

We started to build our forever home in the fall 

of 2010 on a man-made lake that Damon spent 

10 years digging - yes, you read that right; he 

dug the entire lake on the back side of our home, 

and now it’s one of our favorite places to be! 

The house itself has four bedrooms and three 

bathrooms, an open kitchen and living room, and 

big Lego sets displayed throughout the house! 

It’s obvious that three little boys live here, and 

we love the “mess” that they make. 

Outside, we have a large backyard surrounded 

by open spaces. We love shooting hoops on the 

driveway, playing on the play-set, and kicking a 

ball around in the yard. We also love exploring 

and hiking in the nearby trees, fishing in our lake, 

and riding bikes on our driveway. 

Our town is a small, Midwestern town in Wis-

consin. We love that there are no banks, gas 

stations, or stop lights, but instead a close-knit 

community of people who know and care for 

one another. The one thing our town does have 

is a great playground and baseball diamond 

that many kids enjoy in the summer. When we 

do need access to groceries, gas, restaurants, or 

other fun things to do, a 10-15 minute drive in 

any direction brings us into several larger cities.

IT IS ONE OF OUR fa v o r i t e  PLACES TO BE...

...AND ALWAYS OUR safe  s p a c e  TO LAND.
“OUR HOME IS NOT ALWAYS SPOTLESS -  THE OPPOSITE ,  REALLY! I T  IS LOUD AND  

L IVED- IN, BUT I T  IS ALSO ALWAYS OPEN TO ANYONE WHO WANTS TO COME IN. . .”



MEET OUR BOYS.

ELIAS IS 10 YEARS OLD. He is our first born and 

a natural leader. While he loves to tell others 

what to do (what first born doesn’t?!), he is 

gentle and kind and loves to teach his younger 

brothers new things. He enjoys hunting, fishing, 

and playing outside. He’s also very coordinated 

and loves all kinds of different sports. Right now, 

he dreams of working at an animal shelter one 

day. He also likes watching the Food Network 

and helping mom bake and make supper. 

ZANDER IS 7 YEARS OLD. He is loving, commit-

ted, and energetic. If we’re in Walmart, you’re 

sure to hear him across the store! Whether he 

is doing an activity or playing a sport, he is all 

in and explosive with his movements. He en-

joys singing with mom and being friends with 

his classmates. He has a very kind heart and is 

the first to open the door for someone or help 

his teacher’s with a task. His favorite things are 

fishing, Legos, crafting, and playing outside.

RYKER IS 3 YEARS OLD. He is shy and caring  

in public, and active and loving at home. He 

absolutely admires his big brothers and loves 

to play right beside them, but enjoys “mom-

time” when they’re gone. He likes doing puzzles, 

reading books, and being tickled! One glimpse 

of his smile can brighten your day, and he loves 

being near others. He’s willing to try anything his 

brothers are doing, but it’s also fun watching him 

start to develop a little personality of his own! 

WHAT BROUGHT US TO ADOPTION. After 

having our 3rd child, we knew we were done 

having children biologically...and yet, there was a 

stirring in us we couldn’t ignore. We would look 

at our family and see another child. Between the 

five of us, we know we have so much love to 

give, and we felt like the Lord was asking us to 

open our hearts and home to a child and invit-

ing us to build a relationship with his or her birth 

mom. We still don’t know what it will look like, 

but we’ve been all in since our first “yes”. 



our  favorite
IN OUR FAMILY, WE VALUE SPENDING TIME TOGETHER. And while that might sometimes look like 

a family vacation or an out-of-the-norm activity, usually it looks more like finding time to be 

together in the simple moments of the day to day.   

These are just a few of the things we love to do together... 

• Playing games like Quirkle, Rummikub, Mexican Train, Ticket to Ride, and Sequence.

• Doing puzzles.

• Playing cards, particularly tricks and royal rummy.

• Building with Legos.

• Water-skiing.

• Fishing on the lake.

• Watching and playing sports.

• Reading books.

• Going for bike rides.

• Playing at the park.

• Shooting hoops or playing soccer at home.

• Taking family walks or going on hikes.

• Swimming in the pool.

• Going sledding, building forts, and playing in the snow.

AS MUCH AS WE CAN, WE STRIVE TO BE PRESENT FOR ONE ANOTHER and build each other up. 

We encourage each other. We say “I’m sorry” and forgive when we mess up. We tell each other 

“I love you”. We have open conversations and trust each other wholeheartedly. And we try to 

help each other become more like Jesus in the way we act, talk, and love other people. We hope 

everything we do brings us closer to each other and closer to Him.  

“TRUST IN THE LORD WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND LEAN NOT ON YOUR OWN UNDERSTANDING; IN 

ALL YOUR WAYS ACKNOWLEDGE HIM, AND HE WILL MAKE YOUR PATHS STRAIGHT.” -PROVERBS 3:5-6

FAMILY ACT IV IT I ES



OUR TRADITIONS.

IN THE SUMMER...

• We host “Water Ski Fridays” every Friday 

from May to September where we invite 

20-30 friends to our home where we all 

enjoy water-skiing and fellowship.

• We watch our towns fast-pitch softball 

games every Monday and Tuesday night; 

Damon and I grew up attending these, and 

we love that now our boys get to, too!

• We go to a Memorial Day parade in our 

town followed by a service at the cemetery 

to honor the veterans who sacrificed.

• We pick enough strawberries to fill our 

freezer and last for the year.

IN THE SPRING...

• We anxiously await the snow melting so 

bikes can come out once again!

IN THE WINTER...

• We enjoy picking out a tall Christmas tree 

and decorating with thousands of lights.

• We bake lots of Christmas cookies to deliv-

er to neighbors, teachers, bus drivers, etc.

IN THE FALL...

• We go to a pumpkin farm, carve pumpkins, 

play in huge piles of leaves.

• We eat homemade pizza while watching 

Green Bay Packers.

MAKING m em o r i es  THAT WILL LAST FOR A LIFETIME...

...AND SHARING IN THE th e  s eas o ns  TOGETHER.



SURROUNDED by Family.

OUR FAMILIES ARE INVESTED IN OUR LIVES 

AND SUPPORTIVE OF OUR FAMILY. And even 

better - they all live close! Michelle’s parents and 

2 of her brothers live a mile away and her other 

brother is just a few miles past that. Damon’s 

uncle and cousins also live close by. Most of our 

kids attend the same school, sometimes even 

the same class, and see each other daily. We 

can’t imagine our life without them, and we’re 

grateful our kids will grow up surrounded by so 

many people who love and support them.  

DAMON’S FAMILY. I am an only child, but I grew 

up with 2 cousins close in age who were pretty 

much like brothers. The business that I now own 

was started by my dad and my uncle, and I still 

get to work with my uncle from time to time. My 

parents passed away a few years ago, but we 

are still very close to my aunt/uncles and my 

cousins - 3 of whom have also adopted! 

My family grew up water-skiing and instilled the 

passion in me! We still get together on the lake 

from time to time, and it’s always a lot of fun. 

MICHELLE’S FAMILY. I grew up with 3 brothers 

who are all now married with families of their 

own! Currently, there are 13 cousins in total, 

and 10 of them are between 3-10 years old. As 

you can imagine, that makes for loud and crazy 

gatherings, but it is more fun that I can put into 

words! All of the cousins are close and love to 

play together. We love getting together for the 

holidays, frequent swims at the lake, and card 

games - sooooo many card games!

GROWING UP, WE LEARNED THAT FAMILY  

ALWAYS HAS YOUR BACK. We have watched 

this truth unfold throughout the various seasons 

of our lives, and we are grateful for the chance 

to pass this lesson on to our children. Our families 

have always been supportive of our decision to 

adopt, and they are excited to welcome another 

addition into our family. We already know that 

any little boy or girl who joins our family will be 

deeply loved, protected, and immediately sur-

rounded by so many “built in best friends.” 



Before you go, we want to say thank you again for taking the time to get to know us. We 

have been praying for you, your heart, and the health of your child, as much as we are praying 

for you to truly know that you are strong, worthy, and loved - no matter what you decide.

If you should feel that we are the family to join in the journey of loving this child, we want you to 

know that we would consider it a privilege and an honor, and one we will never take lightly. Just 

as we are committed to each other and to our boys, we will commit ourselves to this child.  

In this, we promise to...

• Raise this child in a Christian home with unconditional love and support. 

• Pray with them and teach them to trust in the Lord.

• Provide this child with opportunities and invest in their interests. 

• Teach them to be trustworthy, helpful, and loving towards others.

• Love this child for the individual that he or she is.

• Respect you as an important part of our family. We acknowledge that we will always 

have a bond through this child, and we will honor you in every way that we can.

We are a family together for lifetime - through the good days and the bad days. We will 

celebrate together and grieve together and be whatever the other needs to the very best of our 

ability. We know that nothing can make these moments easier, but we say again that we 

are with you, we are for you, and we want only the best for your life. We’re praying for your 

peace and your confidence as you decipher what that might be. Sending you all our love. 

OUR PROMISE.



for this child
A D O P T I O N  P R O F I L E  B O O K S


