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We’re Meg and Matt, and we adopted Nora as a newborn in June of 2020. We’re honored 
that you would consider us as you plan for your future. We have so much respect for you, 
and recognize that it takes much strength, discernment, and patience to work through 
the process of making a plan for your baby and yourself. Thank you for taking the time 
to educate yourself and look at your options. 

We can’t wait to grow our family and welcome a sibling for Nora! Building our family 
hasn’t looked like what either one of us envisioned when we were teenagers or even in 
our 20’s. We’ve both had disappointments and pain and surprises, but both of us have 
always had the desire to have children and celebrate family in simple and creative ways—
like breakfast for dinner, evenings on the screened-in porch watching the deer, wagon 
rides in the driveway, and mountain hikes followed by trips to a local creamery for ice 
cream. We love sharing these moments with Nora and look forward to sharing them with 
another child. We’ve learned to accept these beautiful moments of family with much 
gratitude. But we’ve also learned to grow in the acceptance that there is much we cannot 
control, and that life is much more enjoyable if we’re open to new adventures we may not 
have considered before—and adoption provides those opportunities!

We don’t know the circumstances of your life right now, but we wish we could give you a 
big hug as you walk through them. We can’t imagine a harder decision, and we hope you 
have people of grit and grace around you as you work through your plan. Know that we’re 
praying for God’s best for you and your baby. 

With love, 

Meg & Matt

hello!



We met as more and more people do these days, online, 
at a website called Christian Mingle. We were matched 
by the site, wrote a few messages, and decided to meet 
on a date at a restaurant. We talked for three hours. 

But the arrangements to get us to that point are 
important to understanding our story. Meg was born 
where we live now, moved away as a child, spent her 
adult years in another state, and then – in what she 
describes as a leading from God – was pulled to the area 
we live now. That was ten years ago. Matt was brought 
to our town for work at the local university.  

And so then the computer went to work. Meg still 
blames herself for not responding to Matt’s first online 
message sooner. 

Our second date included a drive-by of her old 
childhood home as part of a tour of our city that Matt 
was learning and Meg was re-learning. That tour ended 
with a moonlit walk across a lit-up pedestrian bridge. 
And a kiss. 

A third date came and then another and another. We 
met at an age we each could judge potential quickly 
and so we did. Engaged at two months, married five-
and-a-half months after that. We knew what we wanted, 
and we wanted each other. That included our individual 
dreams. Meg had lived her whole life wanting to adopt. 
Matt had lived his whole life trying to find Meg. 

YOU MIGHT SAY OUR STORY COMPLETED A CIRCLE,  A KIND OF 
DIVINE ARRANGEMENT THAT BROUGHT US TOGETHER .

Our Story



I love Zumba! Dancing with some of by best friends 
is such great therapy. I used to teach Zumba classes 
up until a few years ago. Now I just enjoy attending 
classes, and Nora laughs when I show her my Zumba 
moves.

My parents, Judi and Les, are both retired and live one 
state away. Nora knows them as Nan and Gran. We 
see them several times a year and talk several times a 
week. My brother Zach is an old soul and lives about 
three hours away. I could sop them up with a biscuit!

I work part-time as a social worker in the ER at a 
hospital on weekends and evenings. This allows me to 
be home with Nora while Matt is teaching, and he cares 

for Nora during my hospital shifts. I was an adoption 
social worker for many years, primarily working with 
women (and some men and some grandparents) 
trying to decide if adoption or parenting was the best 
plan for their child. 

As much as I love the people and gifts in my life, none 
can compare to the grace and security I’ve received 
through the love of Jesus. Matt and I are even more 
grateful for our church and larger faith community 
since becoming parents during the pandemic. My 
love for my people, including our future child, is an 
imperfect, sometimes messy outpouring of a much 
greater, perfect love from God. 

Hi, I’m Meg

I’ve been described as a highly relational introvert, so you won’t find me singing karaoke 
at a party, but I love connecting with friends over coffee, dinner (especially if queso is 
involved), or FaceTime for ones who live far away.

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY ARE DEEPLY 
IMPORTANT TO ME, AND I WANT TO BE VERY 
INTENTIONAL ABOUT CARVING OUT TIME FOR 
THEM.



I spend time telling stories, reading stories, watching 
good stories on TV and sometimes in the theatre. I 
spend time reflecting on all those stories and wondering 
how they impact me and others. I like to ask questions 
of people and see how they think, how they tell stories 
of themselves. Sometimes this goes well, sometimes it 
does not. 

Then of course I try to love them. 

I like orange juice in the morning. Some Famous Amos 
cookies with milk for a snack. Shrimp and then key lime 
pie. A sunset, though a sunrise would work too. 

I like something I can sing along with. I was once in a 
middle school chorus. For a year. I used to play basketball, 
baseball, and football in high school, even had a chance 
at college. But writing took me in another direction.  

I became a Christian at 15. So some years ago I passed 
the age when my Christian years out-numbered my 
non-Christian years. I felt it was a big deal but didn’t tell 
anyone. Like I finally found something of wisdom. But 

then I went to graduate school and discovered I knew 
very little, even of things I had claimed a lot about. 

I am still that 15-year-old, trying to fit in, though now I 
have a little gray on my chin. I like things that have stayed 
the same, but also things that are new. I like learning and 
sometimes even find re-learning to be good. 

I teach to show people how to learn, how to make change 
in the world. I have been officially a teacher for more than 
15 years now. It’s weird to call myself a teacher, though.  
I have learned and am re-learning many things. I have a 
better understanding of teaching now. I try to love my 
students from that new understanding.  

I love my first child, Nora. She is adopted. She likes to be 
held in my arms, and she likes to listen to me read Brown 
Bear and Daddy Hugs.

I would love any child given to me. I would tell them 
stories of how they came to be, stories of who they are, 
and of course, stories of who they could be. I will watch 
them grow old and find faith and try to love.

Hello, I’m Matt

A lot of people think that has to do with grammar and spelling. I think it has way more to do with 
forming ideas, revising those ideas, and learning how to understand people who are your audience. I 
start with that because over the last ten years through lots of advanced schooling and a first few years 
in a job prepared for by that education, I have come to understand myself better. And so I find writing 
– the revising, the formation of ideas, and audience – to be important to who I am. 

I WRITE THINGS FOR A LIVING. AND 
TEACH OTHERS TO WRITE.



Meg is four feet of goodness and 11 inches of sass. The 
goodness likely comes from her education both in 
social work and theology. The lovable sass likely has 
grown due to my sarcasm. We are peas in a pod in that 
way.

I like her because she is warm. Sure, emotionally. But 
as she will tell you, she is a human fireball with an 
internal temperature that makes any hug perfect. Like 
hot cocoa around your waist.

Meg loves our daughter Nora. She helps Nora learn 
new words. She also helps Nora learn to enjoy Mexican 
food by serving her numerous cheese quesadillas for 
lunch. She also reads to Nora as I do. We are peas in a 
pod like that.

I was first attracted to Matt for his gentle, patient spirit 
and intellectual curiosity. He was no dummy, but there 
was no mask of knowing everything or having it all 
together. And I knew exactly where I stood with him. 
No games or confusion. He has continued to make his 
love known to both me and Nora, in ways that best 
reflect his personality and character.

He has supported me in whatever random project or 
challenge I wanted to pursue, though sometimes with 
an inquisitive “Margaret, are you sure about that?” 
Those are the ones that ended up not being so solid 
for Margaret.

I love watching him care for Nora—he is involved 
in all areas, from feeding to diapers to playing with 
her outside. I love how he is always planning new 
adventures for our family, and they usually involve a 
tasty snack.

He may look like a nerd. But he is hilariously funny 
with his dry wit. Never at another’s expense, but his 
observations always have laser-sharp accuracy. And 
he lets me snuggle with him whenever I want, so I 
think I’ll hold onto him for a while.

according to Matt...MEG according to Meg...MATT



Nora

We know only a little about her birthmother and less 
about her birthfather. But over the last many months, 
we have learned so much about Nora. 

She loves to laugh and smile. She loves to touch her 
father’s hand and lay on her mother’s chest. She likes 
to listen to music and drink from her sippy cup. She 
loves to sit in a special swing her aunt bought for her. 
She loves the rest of her extended family, too. 

Based on her growth in her first year and a half, we 
expect her to be a tall human. Already she shows 
strength in her legs. And as you can see, she takes 
wonderful pictures with her blue eyes. 

She has her own room filled with books and clothes 
and of course diapers. It is a room just across the hall 
from where a sibling would have his or her room. 

ELEANORA RUTH WAS BORN 
IN JUNE 2020 IN NORTH 
CAROLINA .

MEET OUR DAUGHTER

• Matt, Meg, & Nora: breakfast for 
dinner on Saturday nights, going to 
community festivals and parades, 
family walks to the park on Sunday 
afternoons after church 

• Matt’s extended family: Gator 
football games, annual beach trip to 
Florida the week of July 4th, birthday 
parties (clustered by month); We 
frequently gather with Matt’s family 
at the mountain house where Matt’s 
parents have retired, about an hour 
from our home.  

• Meg’s extended family: special 
Christmas dinner after a Christmas 
Eve worship services; large Easter 
lunch after church with local friendsW
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live & play
WHERE WE

We live in a small town on a lake an hour from 
a large metropolitan area. Our town is growing 
and diversifying, mainly through the rise of 
Hispanic immigrants. Matt teaches some of 
their children at the university. Meg loves the 
many Mexican restaurants, with plates filled 
with chicken and queso. 

Meg preaches that Zumba is good for her soul, 
and even used to be a Zumba instructor. There 
are many places in town for that. Matt does not 
participate. But we do both walk together in the 
many parks with the great playgrounds. Nora 
especially loves the park one block from our 
house. And when the weather is good – not too 
hot, not too cold – we hike. We did a mile hike 
on our third date. 

We also enjoy spending time with family. We 
go to football games, birthday parties, and 
birthday parties that coincide with football 
games. We enjoy worshipping with our church 
(Meg especially loves hymns) and are active in 
the children’s ministry with Nora. 

Matt likes to attend a weekly board game night 
with his university colleagues. Meg finds such 
things unpleasant. Meg likes to attend cultural 
events like the ballet (the annual Nutcracker), 
and on a whim she went to a musical. Matt 
thinks musicals and ballet can be overrated. 

Meg says she likes to sit close to Matt on the 
couch. Matt has no objections to that.



We are Belinda and Rick.  To our newest grandchild we will be 
known as “B” for Belinda and “DeeDah” for Rick.  The strange 
name for Rick came from our oldest grandchild and has stuck for 
its ease of saying and uniqueness. 

B is a retired nurse and DeeDah a retired pediatrician with a 
specialty in newborn medicine. The healthcare and temporal 
needs of your infant will never go wanting. 

We host many family holiday and birthday celebrations, beach 
trips, and tailgating experiences. 

We are reminded one child did change the world. With that in 
mind, you should know in your heart your infant will change the 
lives of all of us.  Our gratitude for your sacrifice and foresight 
cannot be measured. 

Thank you,

Belinda and Rick

NOTES FROM
Matt’s Family

from Matt’s Parents

Top ten reasons to choose Matt and Meg:

10) We’re savers. This baby will have every baby item known to man.

9) He or she will be showered with Florida Gator apparel from day one. 
Along with Gator toys, hats, chapstick...mailbox.

8) If for some unearthly reason this baby doesn’t love the Gators...he or 
she can hang with Uncle T.

7) This baby will get to go to the same plot of Florida sand every July 
4th. And by george, he/she will love it!

6) There will always be 24 hands willing to hold/cuddle/change/burp.

5) He or she will give Meg a legit reason not to join the annual corn hole 
tournament.

4)  He or she will be in berry heaven. Deedah is a farmer, you know.

3) He or she will learn the infinite uses of the phrase “You’re killing me, 
Smalls!”

2) He or she will learn about the delicacies hidden at the Waffle House.

1) He or she will be loved endlessly!

XOXO,
Uncle T., Aunt Emmy, Addy Mae, and Cameron

from Matt’s Sister,
Emmy

We are Matt and Erryn, and our children are Logan and Ella, ages 18 and 
15.  I am his older sister, and I have seen how my brother Matt has been 
a fantastic father to Nora. He  is the middle child. We have a younger 
sister. Growing up, Matt and I were always very close. We are only a few years 
apart and attended high school and the University of Florida together. We 
were so happy that Matt found Meg; they have been a dynamic duo for five 
years now, and are clearly soulmates. It is obvious that Matt loves children. 
He spent years working with them in youth ministry and my children love 
Matt and Meg. They enjoy spending time with them and hearing their 
funny stories. Matt is even the godfather of our first child. Matt’s choice 
of vocation as a high school teacher first, and now a college professor 
shows that he likes to shape young minds. Meg is an extremely kind and 
caring person, too, and she has been an excellent mother to Nora. We are 
a tight-knit family and always take time to make each birthday, annual 
beach trip, recital, baby shower, graduation, or any other event (and all the 
“uneventful” days in between) special. We would all be excited an honored 
to welcome another child into this family to be loved unconditionally and 
adored endlessly.  

Love, 
Matt, Erryn, Logan, & Ella

from Matt’s Sister, Erryn



Dear Expectant Mom, 

“Nobody can do for little 
children what grandparents do.  
Grandparents sort of sprinkle 
stardust over the lives of little 
children.” –Alex Haley

While we are so very eager to 
sprinkle the stardust, we want 
you to know you too are loved 
and remembered in our prayers. 
With each birthday, each 
holiday, and every achievement 
celebrated, we think of you and 
remember your love for your 
child. 

In His Great Love, 
Nan and Gran 

My sister is such a big-hearted, kind 
spirit. It has been so heartwarming 
to witness her connection with 
Nora and I can’t wait to see her share 
that love with another child. 

Meg and Matt love each other 
deeply and share a love of family 
and community.  They are such 
wonderful parents and welcome that 
community of family and friends to 
share in their journey of parenthood.

We couldn't be happier  for them 
and look forward to becoming "Uncle 
Zach" and "Aunt Amber" again!

from Meg’s 
Parents from Meg’s Brother

NOTES FROM
Meg’s Family



Our Promise
We hope this book has given you a glimpse into who we are, what we value, 
and how we love each other. If you decide to move forward with adoption, 
and if you choose us, this is what we can promise you:

We will raise our child to know and appreciate his or her own unique gifts 
and identity. Our child will be seen and known and loved as an image-
bearer of God.

We value education, from early childhood through college, as well as 
learning new things in adulthood. We want to prioritize educational 
opportunities for our children, so they can use their gifts and pursue their 
own ambitions to the fullest potential.

We value character building and connection with other people over 
achievements. Though we look forward to cheering for our children as they 
pursue their dreams, we want to emphasize the importance of serving one’s 
community and treating others with empathy and respect. 

We value simplicity and rest. In a world where there are so many distractions 
and competition for priorities, we want to create a home that cultivates a 
love for rest, nature, and soul care. 

We will raise our child to know YOU—he or she will know the story of his 
or her first family, sharing truth in a space where it is safe to ask questions 
without shame or judgement. 

We recognize that looking through family profiles is hard work! Thank you 
for taking the time to learn about our family. We hope to learn more about 
you and your family. We also hope to meet you and would love to build a 
relationship with you in whatever way you are most comfortable. We look 
forward sharing this journey with you!

With Love,
Meg & Matt


