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For this child 
we have prayed
 1 Samuel 1:27

Hello 
 It's very nice to meet you. Love is what brings us together, the love of a

precious child. We see you and send you warmth and love. We are filled

with admiration for the decision you are making.  You are an example of

selfless love, and we would be honored  to be the family you choose.

Please take a moment to get to know our little family. All our love    

 



Get to know us
Nikki and Joe are an amazing duo and have shown this to be the case
since meeting each other 16 years ago! They work hard to remain close,
flexible and supportive. They have stuck by one another through
relocations, career shifts, Master’s Degrees, fertility attempts (both
successful and otherwise). They have dealt with trauma and loss with
great love and support. They have held one another up in times of need,
and have always modeled strong communication skills. They are active in
one another’s lives; they value work, church, family and their friendships.
Everyone admires the love and dedication they have in their relationship.
They love to go on family vacations, camping trips, Legoland, beach days,
hiking and anything outdoors! Family time is number one in their lives. 



Home is...

We own our home in the beautiful city
of sunny San Diego, CA.  



We live in sunny Carlsbad, California. We
bought our home 5 years ago when Westin
was almost one year old. We have a 2 story
home with 4 bedrooms, 2 baths and a large
yard that Westin loves to play baseball,
garden and do “work” in. We have done
many house projects and Westin loves to put
his garden gloves or tool belt on and get
right into it with us. He especially loves
decorating during Christmas and hanging the
ornaments on the Christmas tree. We all do! 
Our neighbors are amazing and we have
BBQs and pool time with them often. The
elementary school is within walking distance
and is a high performing school ( 9/10 stars).
The beach and lagoon are very close to our
home as well. We purchased electric bikes
with a child seat on the back (room for one
more) and we have so much fun cruising to
the Village and getting pizza at our local Pizza
Port. Every Wednesday, the Village has a
farmer's market and we meet grandma
(Nikki's mom) every week and buy organically
grown produce. It's a fun tradition! 

Our home &
community



intelligent. - kind. -  motivated. 

About Joe 

"Joe is a responsible, intelligent, motivated,
genuine, kind, dynamic, adventurous, funny,
father, husband and family man! Joe loves
being a dad and is a natural at it! You will
often see him taking Westin golfing, working
around the house, beach time and cruising
on the bike in the neighborhood. He just
coached our son Westin’s T-ball team and it
was admiring to see him as a mentor and
coach. He is very social and can relate to
anyone he comes into contact with. I love
the way he thinks about the world and cares
for it. Having traveled together to Jamaica,
Hawaii, Mexico, and Punta Cana, I’ve
witnessed his empathy and care for the way
people experience life.

I thank the Lord everyday to be
blessed with such an amazing
husband to me and father to
our children and future child. "

-Nikki



dedicated  -  hard working -  playful 

About Nikki 

"Nikki is full of life and positivity. She is wise
yet silly; she is responsible yet carefree.
Everyone appreciates Nikki’s ability to remain
hopeful in the face of challenge. Nikki
dedicates herself through and through to the
well being of not only herself, our families, me,
and our son Westin, but also to the hundreds
of other children she teaches in her
classroom. She is a mentor, a loving mother
and teacher who leads with patience and a
true desire for every child to find themselves
and acknowledge that kindness and
generosity is key to a happy life.

wise. - positive. -  patient. 

-Joe

Nikki lives through explaining and
modeling healthy choices that are

respectful; both good for the giver and
the one receiving. She is the person who

is intentional, purposeful and always
giving. Everything she does comes from a
place in her heart that wants all children
to be their best, happy, healthy self. She

lives this with every breath. She loves
nature and is the definition of a beach

girl. We have so much fun raising our son
together. She is one in a million!"



dedicated  -  hard working -  playful 

About Westin 
Westin is a 5 year old boy who is curious
about the world around, fun loving, kind,
courageous and has the best sense of
humor! He enjoys family trips to
Legoland (which is less than 10 minutes
away) and is a whiz at Legos. He loves
his time with his cousins, boogie
boarding beach days and family time.
He loves our cat Mac and takes pride in
calling himself Mac’s Owner. He’s always
helping in the garden and doing house
projects with Daddy. Westin is so
excited to have a sibling and can’t wait
to meet him or her (he’s already started
telling his preschool friends). He will be
an awesome big brother! 



 

 

 Lots of love and care went into making the
nursery a very special place. Even Westin

agrees, “It’s beautiful”! We pray for the day this
room will have two tiny precious feet, giggles

and  a doting big brother begging to wake baby
up!  

The
Nursery



We met at a taco Tuesday in Pacific Beach, CA. Nikki
was finishing up her Bachelors in Education and was
on a much needed break from waiting tables and
studying to get some dinner with friends. Joe and a
few of his co-workers were looking for a place to sit
and joined their table. He had just moved from
Portland, Oregon (where he grew up) to work for his
first real job out of college (15 years later, he still
works for the same company!). We hit it off and talked
about half marathon training, studying abroad, etc.
A few weeks later Joe cooked Nikki her favorite, Thai
food. That sealed the deal! We both knew that Joe
would be transferred somewhere for his job and he
had no idea where to! Nikki had plans to go study
abroad in Spain for the summer. We were NOT ready
to say our goodbyes, so we long distanced for three
months while Nikki was in Europe for the summer.
Joe moved to Nevada while Nikki was studying in
Spain.
After Nikki’s return, Nikki was accepted into the
teacher credential program in San Diego. They had a
long distance relationship for 2 years! In that time,
Nikki got her teaching credential and the boogie
boarding beach girl moved to the desert.
Joe bought a house and Nikki taught her first three
years as a first grade teacher in Henderson, Nevada.
We always knew that we wanted to be close to family,
so Joe put in a transfer with his company and the
stars aligned! We got engaged in 2011, then moved to
Encinitas, CA! We loved every minute of that cozy little
town. We lived in a casita in the back of a beautiful
home that was built by the owners, Doug and Terri.
They became our extended family (Our son’s third set
of grandparents!). We got married in 2012 and
continued to rent in Encinitas and save up to buy a
home.
We welcomed Westin into the world in June of 2016
and it was the best day of our lives!!

 

How we met & 
the beginning



Family time is the best time! We have always

made family number one in our lives. I (Nikki)

am the youngest of four siblings. My brother

Gabe is the eldest and he lives in Huntington

Beach, CA (which is where I grew up) with his

wife Claudia and their two boys, Henry (15)

and Charlie (12). Gabe coaches their baseball

teams and Charlie’s team just made it to the

state championships! We are all very proud!!

My sister Savet is the second eldest and she

lives in Encinitas (10-20 minutes away

depending on traffic!) with her three children

Finn (11), Shae (9) and Hazel (6). We are so

happy Savet and our nephews and niece

moved here 3 years ago. Savet became a

widow 5 years ago after losing her husband to

prostate cancer. We are thankful they moved

from San Francisco so we can all be closer and

have more family time. 

My sister Sarah is 5 years older than me and

lives near downtown San Diego with her

husband Joel and 5 year old son Eli. Being

pregnant with my sister and having babies 2

months apart is so special. 

 

Our 
families

Auntie Claudia, Henry, Uncle Gabey and Charlie

Hazel, Auntie Savet, Shae & Finn

Auntie Sarah, Eli & Uncle Joel
 



 Joe grew up in Portland, Oregon.

His parents Julia and Gary  (AKA

Gma and Gpa) live in a cute little

area near Multnomah Village in

Portland. His sister Leah lives in

Oregon as well. They cherish their

time with Westin and come to town

multiple times a year and Facetime

all the time! 

Having a close relationship to family

has been such a blessing in our

lives. We have lots of family dinners,

pool parties, birthday celebrations,

camping trips, Christmas dinners,

and beach days. All of our family

and friends are super excited to add

another little one to our adventures! 

WE CAN’T WAIT TO MEET YOU!!!!! 

 

Our families
continued

Grandpa Doug and Grandma Terri  

Auntie Leah 

Gma & Gpa



Cooking 

Our kitchen is our happy place! What a joy to host
Christmas dinner every year as well as birthdays and
BBQs! Family and friends are everything! Everyone
looks forward to Westin’s annual summer birthday
party. We are already planning what it might be this

year!!! 



Our kitchen is always filled with love, family and healthy
organic food. Joe enjoys making his Great

Grandmother's eggplant parmesan recipe and takes
pride in making it for our family. We have yet to master
one of our favorite meals, Thai food, so we often Uber

it in or head  out to our local Thai restaurant. 



Gardening
Another family tradition we enjoy is going to our local nursery ( sadly it
just closed), picking out seedlings, and spending time working together
and teaching Westin how to care for the plants. Every season we work
hard to grow some of our favorites: tomatoes, pickling cucumbers and

peppers. The artichokes come back every year, and it’s no surprise
that it’s one of Westin’s favorite foods! He loves everything we grow
except the jalapenos!! He’s starting to try them though!! Having him
play a part in planting, caring for and cooking is why he is such an

adventurous eater. We are beyond excited to add another babe to our
family gardening traditions.  

 



Working for the Weekends

While we enjoy relaxing at home and gardening, we also love
taking advantage of living in our beautiful city of San Diego.

Bike rides on the coast, whale watching, Legoland, Sea World,
hiking Torrey Pines, you name it! Next up on our list of

adventures is camping the KOA in Temecula with our family,
Palm Springs and Mexico at the end of the year! 





Few of our Favorite things





Travel Bug

We love to travel! We have become quite the locals at the
Mission Hills Resort in Palm Springs. It’s only 2 hours away

and we really like to unplug, swim, and Joe likes to get a
round of golf in if he can. 

 



Community 
Serve Day

We love getting together with
our Seacoast Community

church family and serving at
our local YMCA baseball fields.
This year it was quite special

since our nephews play
baseball on these fields every

week! 
 
 
 



Why 
adoption? 

Adoption has always been in our hearts to grow our family. When Joe
was in middle school, he battled cancer and went through
chemotherapy treatments. At the start of our journey, we discovered Joe
was sterile. We also discovered that I had stage 4 endometriosis. I had a
6 and a half hour surgery to help alleviate the scar tissue the
endometriosis had caused. It was after that surgery that we conceived
Westin! Our 4th round of IVF was a success! 

We always wanted to have more than one child and we started doing
more IVF attempts when Westin was one and a half. We got pregnant
with our second child in the summer of 2019. It was our 3rd IVF attempt.
Unfortunately, when I was 24 weeks pregnant I suddenly felt ill and was
rushed to the hospital and they discovered I was internally bleeding.
They had to do an emergency surgery which resulted in a complete
hysterectomy and our beautiful baby boy Wyatt gained his angel wings. 

We always knew our family would be made in a very special way. 

The desire to grow our family still remains and Westin longs for a sibling
more than ever. We feel guided by God and by Wyatt in this journey and
we know that it is in his hands and his timing. 



Dear baby
We already love you. You have been growing in our hearts for a long time
now. We vow to love you, care for you, cherish you and always encourage
you to be your best self. We will read to you every night, sing, dance and
adventure. We can’t wait to make you yummy food and teach you about
the world. We will guide you in every possible way and you will always
know that we love you. We will always honor your courageous birth mama
with our entire being because of her unconditional love for you. We will be
the family that God intended and that is a beautiful thing. 

 
With love,

your adoptive family




