
ANDY & ASHLEY



Thanks  for  taking a  look at  our  l i t t le  family  book.  We put  together  a
few pictures  and stor ies  so  you can get  to  know us  a  l i t t le  better .  I f  you
turn over  the  next  page ,  you can learn about  our  house ,  our  pets ,  and
al l  the  things  we l ike  to  do for  fun!  We a lso  included a  few stor ies
about  our  ear ly  dat ing and how we got  engaged.  Bas ica l ly ,  we can sum it
a l l  up l ike  this :  we ’re  in  our  thirt ies ,  we have  two real ly  cute  dogs ,  and
we st i l l  l ike  to  get  outs ide  and have  a  l i t t le  fun!  We l ive  in  a  mid-s ized
city  in  West  Michigan where  we enjoy  boat  r ides  in  the  summer and
snowy Christmases  every  winter  (with hot  chocolate  and whipped
cream!)  Family  i s  a  b ig  deal  to  us .  Both of  our  parents  l ive  within 10
miles  of  our  house .  You can read about  them just  a  few pages  down in
this  book.  They ’re  a  big  help  and support  for  us .  Ashley ’ s  parents  have  a
pontoon boat  at  their  lake ,  so  needless  to  say ,  we spend a  lot  of  t ime
over  there  in  the  summer.

-And y  a nd  A s h l e y

But in  a l l  ser iousness ,  even though we haven ’ t
met ,  i t  i s  humbling to  be  considered as  adoptive
parents  for  your  chi ld .  We commend you for  the
courage  you possess  in  pursuing this  act ion,  and
know it  comes  from your  love  and des ire  to  g ive
your  chi ld  the  happiest  l i fe  poss ible .  Please  know
that  this  i s  our  goal  as  wel l .  I f  chosen,  we wi l l
provide  a  safe  and loving space  for  your  chi ld  and
str ive  to  help  him or  her  ful f i l l  a l l  their
aspirat ions .  We hope to  share  with you as  your
chi ld  experiences  their  dreams.  We wish you
strength as  you go through this  process  and hope
you f ind peace  as  you search for  the  perfect  family
for  your  baby .



Get to 
know us!



Ashley always seems to have a way of predicting what I’m
going to do and what I’m going to say - she truly knows

me so well!  So, I had to be creative in planning the
proposal. At a certain point, she figured out that I had
ordered an engagement ring, so I told her that it was

going to take over a month for it to come in. She was in
tears, because she was so ready to be married and could
hardly wait. Little did she know, I actually picked up the
ring from the jewelry store earlier that day! When I got
home that night, I stopped and looked down at the ring

in my hand. I was so excited I felt I couldn’t wait any
longer. I thought about her crying and knew that I had
the power right then to wipe her tears away and turn
them into tears of joy. So, I got dressed in my nicest
clothes and drove back to her house with the ring in
hand. When I arrived back at her house, she had just

started getting ready for bed. She opened the door, and I
dropped down on one knee and asked her to marry me.

Where it all began...  
We met through online dating and quickly

grew closer to each other by the day. On our
first date, we realized that we were

attending the same church and had all of the
same friends- it was meant to be! In the

early days of dating, we found every excuse
we could to get together and be close and
share our lives with each other. We met

shortly before the pandemic, so we ended up
spending a lot of time cooking and hanging

out while the world was shut down. We were
both working from home during the

pandemic, so we only had each other as co-
workers. During that time, we also made a

recipe book and created some of our favorite
meals that we still make together to this day.

The start of forever...



The day we said, 
              “I do!”

Our wedding day was absolutely perfect! Except, it rained the whole day, our reception venue
changed at the last minute, we had to move locations for the photographer, and there was some
wedding dress shopping drama! But none of that really seemed to bother us because we were

totally in love and committed to each other!

In all seriousness, our wedding day was very fun and memorable for us. All our friends and family
attended (even some friends who flew in from out of town). After the ceremony, we headed off to
a local indoor garden/greenhouse with the wedding party to take wedding photos. It was pouring

rain outside, but we were surrounded by a beautiful, lush garden inside the greenhouse. Upon
arriving at our reception, we were again surrounded by our close friends and family. We did our
mother-son and father-daughter dance, and then finally we had our first dance together as a

married couple. We could hardly believe we actually made it to that point. The rest of the evening
was over in the blink of an eye and then we were off and away on our honeymoon!



WHY ADOPTION?
We have planned to adopt since before we got married. Andy has both a sister

and a nephew who were adopted, and he has seen what a real joy that has been
for them and their families. Personally, I've dreamed of adopting a child ever

since I was little. Ever since I was young and playing with my dolls at home, I just
knew that I would adopt a child someday.

So far, we don’t have any children of our own, and we’ve finally made the
decision that we want to grow our family through adoption. We’re really looking

forward to the day that we can bring a baby home and start our new family!



Meet Ashley
I  g r e w  u p  i n  W e s t  M i c h i g a n ,  a n d  I ’ v e  h a d  a  n u m b e r  o f
e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  h a v e  s h a p e d  m y  c h i l d h o o d .  I  h a v e  v e r y  f o n d
m e m o r i e s  o f  m y  c h i l d h o o d  t h a t  i n c l u d e d  m a n y  f a m i l y
v a c a t i o n s .  M y  b r o t h e r s  a n d  I  h a v e  a  s h a r e d  h i s t o r y  o f
p l a y i n g  t e n n i s ,  s p e n d i n g  n u m e r o u s  s u m m e r  e v e n i n g s  o n  t h e
c o u r t  d u r i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l .  I  h e l d  d i f f e r e n t  c o a c h i n g  p o s i t i o n s
a n d  c o n t i n u e d  p l a y i n g  t e n n i s  i n  c o l l e g e .  T o d a y ,  I  w o r k  f u l l -
t i m e  a s  a  h u m a n  r e s o u r c e s  d e v e l o p e r  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  o f
M i c h i g a n  w h e r e  I  t r a i n  a n d  a u d i t  l i c e n s e e s ,  c o n s u l t a n t s ,  a n d
w o r k e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a d u l t  f o s t e r  c a r e .  F r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y
a r e  a l s o  a  b i g  p a r t  o f  m y  l i f e .  A l m o s t  e v e r y  S u n d a y  w e  e a t
l u n c h  w i t h  m y  p a r e n t s  a n d  b r o t h e r s ,  a n d  w e  g e t  t o g e t h e r  a t
o u r  f r i e n d s ’  h o u s e  e v e r y  w e e k  t o  w a t c h  Surv ivor .

-Supportive

-Caring

-Reliable



Ashley’s Favorites

I really enjoy playing a variety of board games.
Among them, my favorite is The Resistance, a
game where players try to uncover who is a spy
and who is an ally. It often concludes with
everyone defending themselves and trying to
persuade others that they are not a spy.

My favorite movie is The Lion King. I have loved this movie ever since I was a child and still love
it to this day. My favorite TV show is Dancing with the Stars. Every week, my friend Hannah and
I have a tradition of watching the show together. Our weekly routine includes enjoying
popcorn and pretzels while watching the show.

My favorite dog breed is sheltie as you can see
by the two dogs we have in our home. We love
our pups! 
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I enjoy pepperoni pizza from Jets. I also love making vegetable stir fry, and I eat this every day for
lunch during the work week. When it comes to dessert I love all things chocolate: chocolate
brownies, chocolate chip cookies, and chocolate cake!

"Ash l ey  ha s  an  amaz ing  knack  f o r
c r ea t ing  rou t ine  and  o rder  in  our  hous e .
I f  th e r e ' s  a  ta sk  tha t  ne ed s  t o  b e  done  a t
a  c e r ta in  t ime  eve ry  day  o r  eve ry  week ,
then  you  can  be t  tha t  she ' l l  make  sur e  i t

g e t s  done .  Growing  up ,  h e r  paren t s
in s t i l l ed  in  he r  the  va lue  o f  f ami ly

member s  a t t end ing  even t s  l i k e  s por t s
games  and  band  conce r t s  t o  show
suppor t  and  encouragement .  I  am

con f id en t  tha t  she  w i l l  ex t end  th i s  same
l eve l  o f  suppor t  and  car e  t o  our  fu ture

ch i ld r en .  The s e  qua l i t i e s  have  be en
ingra ined  in  he r  s in c e  ch i l dhood . "

                   -Andy



Meet Andy
I  g r e w  u p  i n  a  l o v i n g ,  h a p p y  h o m e  w i t h  t h r e e  b r o t h e r s  a n d  a
s i s t e r .  M y  p a r e n t s  t a u g h t  m e  t o  w o r k  h a r d  b u t  a l s o  t o  b e
t h a n k f u l  f o r  w h a t  I  h a v e  a n d  t o  t r y  t o  b e  g e n e r o u s  w i t h  w h a t
w e  h a v e .  I  f i n i s h e d  h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  2 0 0 5  a n d  l a t e r  e a r n e d  a
d e g r e e  i n  b u s i n e s s  a n d  a  m a s t e r ’ s  i n  c o m p u t e r  s c i e n c e .  I
n o w  w o r k  a s  a  s o f t w a r e  d e v e l o p e r  w i t h  a  r e a l l y  g r e a t  t e a m
o f  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w h o  l i k e  t o  w r i t e  c o d e ,  s h a r e  m e m e s ,  a n d
j u s t  b e  n e r d y  t o g e t h e r  s o m e t i m e s .  I n  m y  o f f - t i m e ,  I  l i k e  t o
r e a d  a n d  p l a y  v i d e o  g a m e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  k e e p  u p  w i t h  r a n d o m
h o u s e  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  a l w a y s  s e e m  t o  c o m e  u p .  I  t r y  t o  l i v e  a
s t r e s s - f r e e  l i f e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a  h e a l t h y  w o r k - l i f e  b a l a n c e .  I
r a r e l y  w o r k  m o r e  t h a n  4 0  h o u r s  a  w e e k ,  a n d  I  t r y  t o  s p e n d
t i m e  w i t h  A s h l e y  a t  h o m e  w h e n e v e r  I  c a n .

-Patient

-Great listener

-Hard-working



Andy 's
F
a
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My favorite food is roast beef and
potatoes, and my favorite dessert
is M&M ice cream!
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Andy  l ove s  ch i l d r en  and  has  be en  exc i t ed  t o  b e  a  f a the r  eve r

s in c e  we  go t  marr i ed .  He  has  a  way  o f  c onnec t ing  w i th  k id s  and

mak ing  th ing s  make  s en s e  in  the i r  minds .  Andy  i s  a l s o  a  g r ea t

l i s t ener  and  ve ry  pa t i en t .  The s e  a r e  two  t ra i t s  tha t  I  know wi l l

make  h im an  in c r ed ib l e  f a the r .  Andy  i s  a l s o  an  in c r ed ib ly  hard -

work ing  p e r son ,  do ing  eve ry th ing  t o  the  be s t  o f  h i s  ab i l i ty .

Andy  wi l l  b e  “a l l  i n ”  when  i t  c omes  t o  b e ing  a  paren t ,  and  the r e

i s  no  one  e l s e  I ' d  ra ther  ra i s e  our  ch i ld r en  w i th .
-Ashley
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My favorite movie is Infinity War and
my favorite show to watch is
Community.

My favorite music to listen to is
anything by the band Pinback. 

My favorite boardgame to play
is Codenames. 



S h a r e d  H o b b i e s

Working ou t  t oge ther
Playing Pickleball  
Cook ing t oge ther  

 

Watch i ng  p o l i t i c a l  t h r i l l e r
sh ows

Kayak i ng ,  Sw imming ,  &
Boa t i ng

Relax ing a t  the  f amily lake



Meet Oliver and Cooper! Oliver is
a rescue dog who we've had for

years, and Cooper is our new
puppy who is less than a year old.
Oliver's favorite activity is lying

on the couch with his head
halfway hanging off the edge.

Cooper's favorite activity is
waking up Oliver and telling him

it's time to play! As a puppy,
Cooper brings new energy and

joy to our house. Sometimes he's
naughty and chews up the books
on our bookshelf, but mostly he

tries to be a good boy!



The Place We Call Home

We live in ranch-style three-
bedroom home with a

spacious living room and a
finished basement that will
provide a perfect play space
for our future child one day.

We also have a fenced-in
backyard that provides lots of

room for children to play.
Ashley has lived in this house
for 8 years, and we have lived

here together since we got
married. We plan to be in this

home for a few more years. 



OUR NEIGHBORHOOD

O n e  o f  o u r  f a v o r i t e
t h i n g s  t o  d o  t o g e t h e r  i s
t o  w a l k  o u r  d o g s  i n  t h e

e v e n i n g s  t h r o u g h  o u r
n e i g h b o r h o o d .  W e  l i v e
c l o s e  t o  a  r e a l l y  n i c e
p a r k  w h e r e  w e  e n j o y

h a v i n g  B B Q s  a n d  r e l a x i n g
i n  h a m m o c k s .  W e  a l s o

l i v e  o n l y  a  f e w  m i n u t e s
a w a y  f r o m  o u r  c h u r c h

w h i c h  w e  l o v e  b e c a u s e
w e  a r e  t h e r e  r e g u l a r l y !  



OUR FAMILY

O u r  f a m i l i e s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  g i v e n  u s  a  t o n  o f  s u p p o r t  a n d  a d v i c e  a s  w e  l o o k
f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  n e w  b a b y .  B o t h  o u r  m o t h e r s  a r e  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s ,  w i t h  A s h l e y ' s
m o m  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  m o t h e r s  a n d  n e w b o r n s .  S h e  i s  w e l l - v e r s e d  i n
t h e  l a t e s t  r e s e a r c h  o n  s a f e  s l e e p ,  n u t r i t i o n ,  a n d  c a r  s e a t s  f o r  t h e  n e w  b a b y .  H e r

i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  o u r  l i v e s  w i l l  b e  p r i c e l e s s  a s  w e  c a r e  f o r  t h i s  n e w  c h i l d .



Andy ' s  parents  are  just  approaching
ret irement  age  and they  wi l l  jump at  the

chance to  come over  and babys i t  or  just  to
spend t ime with the  new l i t t le  one .  Andy ' s
parents  a l so  adopted his  s i s ter ,  Luisa ,  from

Columbia  so  they  are  very  famil iar  with
adoption,  and are  excited for  us  to  grow our

family  in  this  way .  Andy ' s  brother ,  Aaron,
and his  wife ,  Linnea adopted their  son,

Joshua,  from China .  Joshua i s  s t i l l  young,  but
I  know he wi l l  love  the  idea  of  having a

cousin  to  play  with — especia l ly  when they
are  old  enough to  have  playdates  and run

around in  the  backyard together .

Andy i s  a l so  an incredible  uncle  to  his
nephew,  Joshua .  Oftent imes ,  when we hang

out  with Andy ’ s  brother  and s i s ter- in- law,  i t
can be  hard for  the  adults  to  ta lk  as  Andy

and Joshua wi l l  be  running around,  ye l l ing ,
and playing with each other .  I t  i s  fun to

watch Andy interact  with him,  and I  can ’ t
wait  to  watch him become a  dad one day!

Andy’s Family



ASHLEY’S FAMILY

A s h l e y ' s  p a r e n t s ,  J e r r y  a n d  B e t h ,  a r e
t h r i l l e d  a b o u t  o u r  d e c i s i o n  t o  a d o p t .  T h e y

a r e  e a g e r  t o  w e l c o m e  t h e i r  f i r s t  g r a n d c h i l d
a n d  s p e n d  q u a l i t y  t i m e  w i t h  t h e m .  J e r r y  a n d
B e t h  a r e  a l s o  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  c r e a t i n g

p r e c i o u s  m e m o r i e s  w i t h  t h e i r  g r a n d c h i l d  a t
t h e i r  l a k e  h o u s e .

A s h l e y ' s  d a d  i s  e a g e r  t o  p a s s  o n  h i s  l o v e
o f  t e n n i s  t o  o u r  f u t u r e  c h i l d .  B o t h  o f
A s h l e y ' s  b r o t h e r s ,  A a r o n  a n d  A u s t i n ,
s h a r e  t h e  s a m e  l e v e l  o f  e x c i t e m e n t .

A u s t i n ,  w h o  i s  m a r r i e d  t o  S a r a h ,  a l o n g
w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  s i b l i n g s ,  a r e  e a g e r l y

l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  b e i n g  t h e  f u n  a u n t
a n d  u n c l e s  t o  t h e i r  f u t u r e  n i e c e  o r
n e p h e w .  A s h l e y  c h e r i s h e s  t h e  t i m e

s p e n t  w i t h  h e r  b r o t h e r s  a n d  i s  d e l i g h t e d
t o  s e e  t h e m  g r o w  a  b o n d  w i t h  t h e i r

f u t u r e  n i e c e  o r  n e p h e w .

H e r  p a r e n t s  l o v e  g o i n g  o n  D i s n e y  C r u i s e s  a n d
v a l u e  q u a l i t y  f a m i l y  t i m e  a n d  v a c a t i o n s  a s  a

f a m i l y .  I n  2 0 2 3 ,  w e  w e n t  o n  a  D i s n e y  C r u i s e  i n
t h e  C a r i b b e a n - i t  w a s  m y  f i r s t  c r u i s e ,  w h i l e
A s h l e y  h a d  s a i l e d  o n  s e v e r a l  w i t h  h e r  f a m i l y

b e f o r e .  O n  t h e  f i n a l  e v e n i n g ,  w e  a l l  d r e s s e d  u p
a s  c h a r a c t e r s  f r o m  t h e  m o v i e  T o y  S t o r y .  A s h l e y
d r e s s e d  a s  B a r b i e ,  a n d  I  w e n t  a s  E m p e r o r  Z u r g .
W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  f o r  m o r e  o f  t h e s e  c r u i s e s  i n  t h e

f u t u r e  w i t h  o u r  f u t u r e  c h i l d .



Our circle of friends

We are part of a wonderful community of people, including a few families who
have adopted as well. Everyone we have spoken with is excited about our plans

to adopt and we are truly surrounded by an amazing support system. 



T r a v e l  Ad v e n t u r e sT r a v e l  Ad v e n t u r e s

O u r  r e c e n t  t r i p  t o  H a w a i i  w a s  a n  a m a z i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  W h e n  w e  a r r i v e d  i n  M a u i  w e  w e r e
g r e e t e d  b y  w a r m  w e a t h e r ,  b e a u t i f u l  m o u n t a i n s ,  a n d  g e n t l e  w a v e s  c r a s h i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e

s h o r e  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  f r o m  o u r  c o n d o .  W e  s p e n t  t h e  n e x t  d a y  d r i v i n g  a l l  o v e r  t h e
i s l a n d .  W e  w e n t  f r o m  o n e  s n o r k e l i n g  b e a c h  t o  a n o t h e r  —  c h e c k i n g  o u t  b e a u t i f u l  f i s h  a n d
s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  b e a c h  j u s t  w a t c h i n g  s u r f e r s  r i d i n g  t h e  w a v e s .  W e  w e r e  t h e r e  d u r i n g  w h a l e
s e a s o n ,  s o  w e  d i d  a  w h a l e - w a t c h i n g  t o u r  t o  s e e  t h e  h u m p b a c k  w h a l e s  j u m p i n g  o u t  o f  t h e

w a t e r !  W e  a l s o  w e n t  t o  a  H a w a i i a n  l u a u ,  a n d  d r o v e  t h e  R o a d  t o  H a n a ,  w h i c h  i s  a
b e a u t i f u l  s c e n i c  d r i v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  r a i n f o r e s t .  

L a s t  y e a r  w e  w e n t  w i t h  A s h l e y ' s  b r o t h e r ,  A u s t i n  a n d  h i s  w i f e ,  S a r a h  t o  O r l a n d o  f o r  a
w e e k - l o n g  v a c a t i o n .  W e  s p e n t  a  c o u p l e  d a y s  a t  D i s n e y  W o r l d ,  w h e r e  w e  r o d e  a  l o t  o f

r i d e s  t o g e t h e r ,  s t a y e d  u p  l a t e  p l a y i n g  g a m e s ,  a n d  l o u n g e d  b y  t h e  p o o l . ”

W e ' v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  t r a d i t i o n  w h e r e ,  d u r i n g  e v e r y  v a c a t i o n ,  w e  s e a r c h  f o r  a  r o c k
a n d  i n s c r i b e  t h e  d a t e  a n d  l o c a t i o n  a s  a  k e e p s a k e  o f  o u r  t r a v e l s .



Family Traditions

We celebrate Christmas every year with stocking stuffers on the day
before Christmas and gifts as a family together at my (Ashley) parent’s
house on Christmas day. Andy’s parents usually try to get together to
watch a movie and eat brunch together on Christmas Eve. My parents
are very into Christmas. Every year they host a large Christmas party for
all their friends. Usually, there are 40+ people in the house. Everyone is
divided into teams, and they compete against one another in themed
Christmas games. My dad and I host all the games. We also have a
theme for each year of the party—for instance, this past year’s theme
was the Polar Express. Everyone wore Christmas pajamas, and my
parents hired a Mr. and Mrs. Claus for everyone to take pictures with. 

Ashley’s dad also goes all out with

decorating the house for Christmas. He has

8 full-size Christmas trees that are each

decorated with a specific theme, including

a 12-foot tree in the living room. We

would describe their home as looking like a

Hallmark movie with the level of detail

that he gives to his Christmas decor.

Every 4th of July, we visit Ashley's

parents' home for a day packed with

outdoor games and rides on their

pontoon boat. They live by a lake

where one of the residents arranges a

spectacular fireworks show at night.

Usually, we host a cookout for

friends and family before gathering

to watch the fireworks display.

Summer Fun!

The Holidays



Once Baby Arrives

E d u c a t i o n  P l a n s
Ashley and I both agree that we want our future

child to grow up in a racially diverse school.
We’ve already picked out an elementary school
where about 50% of students come from racial

minority backgrounds. This is about on par with
our city as a whole (where about 40% of the

population is a racial minority). Class sizes at this
school are capped at 22. And the teachers there
are trained in trauma-informed care and know
how to set up learning environments where all

kids can thrive. They also offer substantial
tuition assistance programs to ensure that all
families can afford to send their kids there.

Outside of school we plan to have our child
involved in any sports that they show interest in.

Ashley has great memories of playing tennis
throughout her childhood, and we’d love to pass

that to our child. I, on the other hand, was not so
great at sports. And I understand that it’s not a
good idea to push sports on a kid if they don’t
enjoy it. We’re hoping to bring a good balance
and give our kid a voice in what they choose to

do outside of school.

We plan to tell our child about their
adoption story as soon as they’re old enough

to read children’s books. We believe that
adoption is a wonderful part of our family’s

story and something that our child will know
about and understand from a very young age.

Combined with that, we plan to start a
regular bedtime routine where we read books
and when they’re old enough, talk about their
day. Ashley and I both have fond memories of
our parents’ reading books to us, and we plan

to pass that on to our future child as well.



Our Promises 
T o  l o v e  y o u r  c h i l d  u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y .

T o  g i v e  y o u r  c h i l d  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a  g r e a t  e d u c a t i o n .

T o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  a s p i r a t i o n s  a n d  t a l e n t s .

T o  t e a c h  v a l u e s  o f  l o v e ,  h o n e s t y ,  a n d  h a r d  w o r k .

T o  h o n o r  t h e i r  h e r i t a g e ,  c u l t u r e ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  b e a u t i f u l
p i e c e s  t h a t  c r e a t e d  w h o  t h e y  a r e .

T o  s h a r e  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  y o u .



We thank you so much for taking the time to learn more about 
our family. We can’t imagine how much strength this decision
takes and are extremely grateful for you considering us. If chosen,
we would look forward to maintaining contact with you by sharing
photos and updates, and planning visits based on your comfort
level. We would ensure that your selflessness will be shared with
your child, and they would know how much love you have for
them. Our prayers, love and thoughts will be with you and your
baby regardless of which path you choose in this journey.

With Love, 

Ashley + Andy




