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We are Mark and Heather, and we are so grateful for this
opportunity to meet you in this space. The path of bringing us
together is a long one and we’re sure there is a lot that has
brought you here as well. We consider it a privilege to have
some time with you, whether brief or for a lifetime. More than
that, we applaud you and are grateful you chose to give your
child life. Even before this moment, we have been praying for
you and your child. This is no small thing to embark on and we
hope to treat you with grace, love and dignity.

The journey which brought our family here is filled with many
emotions. Both of us love children so deeply and have always
dreamed of a home filled with the squeals and laughter of
children, regardless of race or background. As we’ve begun to
walk into adoption, the thought of raising your precious child
has brought incredible joy and humility to us. It would be an
honor to include your child in our family, to love and nurture
them as we will all our children.

As you continue to get to know us in the following pages, know
how valued and treasured you are. You and your story will be
known by your child (if you would choose), and we will not
cease to thank God for you.

-Mark and Heather



Met in college and
quickly became friends
around 2015

Started dating at a
school in Mexico
fall of 2018

Got engaged
March of 2019

Were married
August of 2019

Moved to Subsaharan
Africa March 2021

Miscarried three
precious babies in 2022

Moved back to the US
September of 2022

Started our adoption
journey and found out
we were pregnant
March 2024

Welcomed our daughter
Jovielle into the world
November 2024




When we met in college, we had an instant connection. Though it took us

a while to finally act on it, we both set our eyes on each other and never
looked back. A friend of ours described our relationship in college as two
boats that had collided without realizing it. Our personalities are very
different, as friends and family can attest, but they complement each other
to form an amazing team. We both consider each other to be our best
friend. Our values, interests, humor and favorite activities line up
perfectly.

One thing that initially drew us to each other was our deep faith and
desire to live overseas. We pursued this dream shortly after getting
married. While the need to address the miscarriages we experienced led us
back to living in the US for the time being, we love to travel, see, and
experience new places and people. We hope this will always be a part of
our life even as we add children to our family. In addition to travel, we
are both very active and are always down for a walk or really anything
outside. Yet, some evenings you might find us snug at home enjoying a
good book, playing guitar or watching a movie.

Fun Faets:
 We have been to over 25 countries combined, and almost every state.
We look forward to taking our kids on many adventures when the
time comes.
e We learned some Arabic when we were overseas, and also know a
little Spanish and French as well.
» Mark stands almost exactly a foot taller than Heather.
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Quick Facts: I am 5'7", curly haired and 30 years old, although I frequently get
mistaken for being younger than I am.
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What I do: I have a Bachelor’s degree in Social Work and have had a variety of
different jobs throughout my adult life. Up until recently, I worked in our local
clinic as a receptionist, but I have loved my transition to full-time mom!

Favorite Things: God // Family // Friends // Sunsets // Coffee // Walks //
Camping // Hiking // Travel // Snuggles // Reading // Arts
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If T could sum Heather up in two words, they would be “gentle”
and “strong”. Her faith is the foundation of what she does and
how she lives. She finds joy in both the big and small things of
life, and is equally ready for a spontaneous adventure or a quiet
night at home. Heather is an extremely thoughtful, intentional,
compassionate, and hospitable woman. She can often detect other
people’s needs without them telling her. This, along with a warm
and nurturing disposition, makes her a fantastic mother to our
child, and I am confident this will only increase as our family
orows. Her capacity for empathy makes her a great listening ear
when someone needs a friend. This kindness also rolls over into
her relationships with her nephews and nieces, whom she
showers with love. Heather has endured many painful and
challenging circumstances in her life. In spite of dark times,
Heather remains a hopeful and even joyful person, who makes

people around her smile or laugh on a daily basis.




Quick Facts: I am 30 years old. Some of the first things people notice about me
are my height (6’6”), my big hands and size 15 shoes.

What I do: I have a Bachelor’s degree in Social Work and currently getting my
Master’s of Divinity. My current job is at a church in our area preaching,
serving, and working with young adults and youth.

Favorite Things: God // Family // Church // Friends // Nature // Camping //
Fishing // Hiking // Travel // Sports // Reading // Guitar




Mark has a unique way of drawing people to himself. Whether he’s telling
an engaging story from his past or explaining the things he’s passionate
about, people love to be around Mark. This quality has translated to
children as well. He provides a fun and silly environment that makes kids
feel invited and loved, yet he structures all his play with boundaries and

directions. This does and will make him an incredible father.
Mark is very well rounded and able to engage in a variety of spheres

of life or conversations. Hardworking, athletic, intelligent, gentle,
funny and intentional are some of the traits that immediately come to
mind. He never fails to make me laugh with his silly faces or funny
stories and is also there when I need a listening ear. His nephews and
nieces love being around him and uncle has been one of his favorite
jobs. Whether he’s playing outside, making up games or mesmerizing
kids with his “magic tricks”, Mark loves being around kids. I love
watching him play with Jovielle, teaching her about life and God,
singing her sweet lullabies or silly songs on the guitar. As she grows
up I know he’ll take them on fun adventures too! He has embraced his
role of father wholeheartedly.
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Our daughter... jﬂﬂx@%&

As we mentioned earlier, while we lived overseas, we experienced the dark road
of pregnancy loss. After losing three precious babies in the womb, we came home
to seek medical attention and healing. Though it has been a long, painful journey,
we welcomed a beautiful daughter in November 2024. Her name, Jovielle, means
“joyous morning light” because it reminds us that weeping may last for a night
but joy comes in the morning. Her coming makes us all the more determined to
follow through with adoption. Being parents has been our greatest joy. We
would love for her to have a sibling close in age to grow up with! Throughout the
pregnancy, we not only prayed for her, but also for her sibling that will be
adopted. It has grown our love for these children in such a tangible way. We
can’t wait to watch them grow up together! Jovielle has already shown us a
glimpse of her personality. She is very curious and attentive to the things around
her and loves to offer smiles to everyone. While she was in the womb we
referred to her as tumbleweed because of how much she liked to move around,
she has lived up to the nickname because she loves to wiggle. She's such a good

baby and we cannot wait for her to be a big sister!
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Love/Faith: We are committed Christians who love God, and
fully intend to raise all our children in the Christian faith, with
the hope that they will embrace it for themselves when they grow

up.

Joy/Gratitude: We believe that life is an amazing gift from God,
and we want to be a family that lives in daily thankfulness for
this grace.

Kindness/Hospitality: Making people feel welcomed and cared
for in our home is very important to us, and is something that
every member of our family can contribute to.

Honesty/Forgiveness: Nobody is perfect, and we want our home
to be a place where we all can confess when we do wrong, and
where forgiveness has the final word.

Creativity/Laughter: We want to be a family that encourages
fun, play, and silliness! This not only helps children learn what
they love and how they are gifted, but also helps us all remember
to not take ourselves too seriously.




Most of Heather’s family lives in the same town as us. This includes her parents,

as well as her sister’s family. Living close to our niece and two nephews allows us
to play an active role in their lives. This proximity to family is a wonderful
blessing, and allows for many fun get-togethers, including weekend pizza nights;
something we can’t wait for our kids to join in on!

The rest of Heather’s family, though they do not live close by, are nevertheless just
a plane flight away. With her brother and his wife living in Arizona, and her
youngest sister in Colorado, we have fun places to travel to enjoy the mountains, or
to get away from the cold winter for a while! We love gathering together as a
family on holidays and summer vacations, and we both have many warm memories
from times past, and traditions we hope to carry on in our own family as well.

Fun fact: All of Heather’s family are either current or former teachers!



Mark’s family all lives in neighboring states, so we are able to see them several
times a year for holidays and small trips throughout the year. His parents live in
the town Mark grew up in, which will allow our children to see where he spent his
childhood. His older brother recently returned from living in Europe and is now a
day’s drive away. Mark’s younger brother lives just an hour away in a nearby city

with his wife, young daughter and one on the way, so we are thankful to have them
in our lives more regularly. Mark’s parents have really enjoyed becoming
grandparents and are eagerly awaiting more to come. We can’t wait for our kids to
have cousins their same age as his family continues to grow.

Like Heather’s family, Mark’s family spent many summers going on road trips,
which allowed for him and his brothers to grow strong friendships that remain to
this day.

Fun Fact: Most of Mark’s family has their degree in Social Work!



We live in a cozy two-bedroom apartment in a small (yet
ogrowing), rural town in the Midwest. While we hope to one day
purchase a house, we nevertheless feel completely at home in the
apartment and have loved setting up our kid’s room. Our town is
extremely safe (ranked in top 10 of the state) with many families

moving here for the very hope of raising a family.
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A few reasons why our town is a fantastic place for a family:

several parks and walking trails

university, which provides us with sporting events, a recreation
center, and many other exciting events and opportunities
shopping mall

excellent indoor/outdoor waterpark

seasonal activities like a corn maze in the fall, ice skating in the
winter, town festivals in the spring, and camping in the summer
delicious, authentic Mexican food (we have large Mexican and
Guatemalan populations)

several excellent schools

public library with many activities for kids

local bakery with yummy baked goods
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We have been so blessed by many wonderful friends, some who
live nearby, and others in faraway places. For those who are close,
we often have meals or game nights together. In the warmer
months, we may have a driveway bonfire, play sand volleyball or
even go camping for a weekend. These times are filled with
laughter and fun, but also meaningful conversation as well. Our
further-away friends are still just a phone call away, so we try to
keep in touch with them as we are able. All of our friends have
been very loving and supportive of us as we walked through
miscarriage, infertility and committed to adoption, and have

lovingly welcomed our daughter into their own lives. We could not
ask for better friends!




Our church is an extremely warm and welcoming place, booming
with families (several of whom have also adopted). It also provides
support for children to go to the local private schools. They are
amazing at rallying around their people, and we are thankful to
have their support and encouragement as we try to grow our

family.






Thank you for taking the time to get to know our family!

Our home is one filled with laughter, deep conversations,
forgiveness, silliness and love. We have so many who are behind
us and for us in every aspect of life, we love our community of
family and friends. Inviting others into our lives has been a joy for
us, whether being involved with extended family or walking
alongside our friends in intentional ways. Having lived overseas for
a portion of our life, we have come to realize home can be
established wherever you are with the people you love most and
this is what we have set out to do. We open our home to you and
and your child should you give us that honor. Please know that we
want what is best for your baby, and if that means not adopting
him or her, then we understand. But if you do decide to entrust
your child to us, we give you our word before God that we will
take him or her as our own flesh and blood, and will pour out our
lives daily so that he or she can flourish and grow. You can also be
confident that your baby will be welcomed warmly by our family,
church, and community.

We pray and think of you as you bravely walk this path!
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Mark, Heather and Jovielle






